
Reactions in Brexit-related 
georeferenced Tweets



Dataset
• 428.097 georeferenced Tweets in Europe containing ‚brexit‘ or ‚euref‘

• 2016/06/01 – 2016/07/31
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07:00 polling stations
open

22:00 polling stations
close
22:03 Farage predicts
vicotry for remain
campain

00:00 first declared
count: Newcastle
voted for remain
(51%)
00:20 Sunderland 
voted for leave (61%) 

03:45 Farage: “Dawn is 
breaking on an 
independent United 
Kingdom”

07:20 final results 
announced at 
Manchester Town Hall

08:20 David Cameron 
resigns



Reactions?!?

#voteleave #leave   #leaveeu
#voteout #brexiteers

#brexiters #takecontrol #out   
#freedom   #ivotedleave

#takebackcontrol #votedleave
#euleave #voteleavetakecontrol

#leavecampaign #beleave

#remain   #voteremain
#strongerin #bremain

#catsagainstbrexit #votein
#remainineu #in   #nobrexit

#labourinforbritain
#strongertogether

#bettertogether #votedremain
#intogether #ivotedremain

#votestay #stayin #fuckbrexit
#stopbrexit #remainers

#betterin

 19.932 Hashtags in 18.291 Tweets  27.497 Hashtags in 24.136 Tweets
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22:03 Farage predicts 
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campain

00:00 first declared 
count: Newcastle
voted for remain 
(51%)
00:20 Sunderland 
voted for leave (61%) 
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breaking on an 
independent United 
Kingdom”

07:20 final results 
announced at 
Manchester Town Hall

08:20 David Cameron 
resigns
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07:00 polling stations
open

22:00 polling stations 
close
22:03 Farage predicts 
vicotry for remain 
campain

00:00 first declared 
count: Newcastle
voted for remain 
(51%)
00:20 Sunderland 
voted for leave (61%) 

03:45 Farage: “Dawn is 
breaking on an 
independent United 
Kingdom”

07:20 final results 
announced at 
Manchester Town Hall

08:20 David Cameron 
resigns

hope

love

nervous

hope

nervous

hope

proud

sad

ashamed

hope

sad

happy

proud







Reactions?!?
Unicode Full Emoji List v5.0

Smileys & 
People

Animals & 
Nature

Food & Drink Travel & Places Activities Objects Symbols Flags

face-positive

face-neutral

face-negative

face-sick

face-role

face-fantasy

cat-face

monkey-face

person

person-role

person-fantasy

person-gesture

person-activity

person-sport

family

body

emotion

clothing

animal-

mammal

animal-bird

animal-

amphibian

animal-reptile

animal-marine

animal-bug

plant-flower

plant-other

food-fruit

food-vegetable

food-prepared

food-asian

food-sweet

drink

dishware

place-map

place-

geographic

place-building

place-religious

place-other

transport-

ground

transport-

water

transport-air

hotel

time

sky & weather

event

award-medal

sport

game

sound

music

musical-

instrument

phone

computer

light & video

book-paper

money

mail

writing

office

lock

tool

medical

other-object

transport-sign

warning

arrow

religion

zodiac

av-symbol

other-symbol

keycap

alphanum

geometric

flag

country-flag

subdivision-

flag

 75.763 Emojis in 30.619 Tweets



Unicode Full Emoji List v5.0

positive Faces neutral Faces negative Faces

 6.630 neutral Faces in 5.230 Tweets

 13.282 positive Faces in 7.679 Tweets  6.859 negative Faces in 4.735 Tweets



Reactions?!?

   

Brexit Support Brexit Rejection
 837 Brexit-supporting Tweets  785 Brexit-rejecting Tweets
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Tweets Brexit-Support Brexit-Rejection linear Trend (Brexit-Support) linear Trend (Brexit-Rejection)

07:00 polling stations
open

22:00 polling stations 
close
22:03 Farage predicts 
vicotry for remain 
campain

00:00 first declared 
count: Newcastle
voted for remain 
(51%)
00:20 Sunderland 
voted for leave (61%) 

03:45 Farage: “Dawn is 
breaking on an 
independent United 
Kingdom”

07:20 final results 
announced at 
Manchester Town Hall

08:20 David Cameron 
resigns






